epartment of Veterans Affairs (VA)
Benetits

Paralyzed Veterans of America



O IS CONSIDERED A
VETERAN?

y, naval, or air service and who
scharge or released under
ons other than dishonorable.



ABLISHING PRESUMPTION OF
~ SERVICE CONNECTION FOR
'YOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS
INE)

resumptive service connection
e must show there is no

| at ALS was not incurred
during or aggravatec tive military, naval,
or air service; is due to the veteran’s willful
nisconduct; or the veteran did not have
ntinuous service of

A copy of the veteran’s DD214, complete copy
all medical tests that were performed to
yvide a final definitive diagnosis for the
ALS condition , or a Disability Benefits
Questionnaire (DBQ VA FORM 21-0960C-2) are
usually sufficient to establish service
connection.




Jow IS ALS Rated by VA

nge to the Diagnostic Code that now

ating for ALS at 100 percent. In other
disability rating for any veteran

) = 100) plus dependent $3,517.84

sed with ALS. ($3,

. consider a veteran for different levels of special monthly
ympensation (SMC) which is an amount of compensation in

~ addition to the amounts payable for a service connected disability.
($4,146.13 = SMC- L)



S>IVIC 'seound Status , Aid & Attendance
. & Higher Level of A&A

1onthly compensation (SMC) is difficult because of its

5 factors that can affect entitlement. The different rates
t of service-connected disabilities involving
extremities and In some cases the loss of certain

els of SMC above in which our claims are targeted based on the medical
‘om provider and encounters. Our PV A offices conducts 90 day follow-
r clients for medical updates/ changes. Veterans can contact the ALS
me based on changes with ADL's, loss of bodily function, or need for
althcare services.

needs a “higher level of care” (as defined below) than is required to
h entitlement to the regular aid and attendance allowance, and in the
absence of the provision of such higher level of care, the veteran would require
hospitalization, nursing home care, or other residential institutional care; the
- veteran’s need for a “higher level of care” is determined by a VA physician or, in
areas where no VA physician is available, by a physician carrying out such
function under VA contract or fee arrangement based on an examination by such

physician.




Special Monthly Compensation

ATTENDANCE AND PERMANENTLY
8§ 3.350(b) (3)&(4), 3.352(a)) ($3,915.10 = SMC- L)

aid and attendance, the following factors are

oneself or to keep oneself ordinarily clean

nt of any special prosthetic or orthopedic

hat by reason of the particula bility cannot be done without aid (this

de the adjustment of appliances that normal individuals would be unable

out aid, such as supports, belts, lacing at the back, etc.); inability to feed

h loss of coordination of upper extremities or through extreme weakness;

tend to the wants of nature; or incapacity, physical or mental,

es care or assistance on a regular basis to protect oneself from hazards or

1g¢€ nt to one’s daily environment. “Bedridden” will be a proper basis for a
determina at the need for aid and attendance exists. “Bedridden” means that the

- condition (through its essential character) actually requires that the claimant remain in

bed. The fact that a claimant has voluntarily taken to bed or that a physician has prescribed

rest in bed for the greater or lesser part of the day to promote convalescence or cure will not
suffice.

_ vy to dre
1table; frequent need of adjt




ANCILLARY BENEFITS

ck of law in 2012, all ALS veterans
now entitled to the special adaptive

sing (SAH), special housing adaptation

t (SHA) and the automobile grant(one-

) and automobile adaptive equipment
(AAE) . This give veterans the ability to live
independently in a barrier-free environment
and access home and transportation.




s HA can help the veteran with the loss of use
ands adapt or purchase a home to
e their disability. The SHA grant can
e of the following ways:

home the veteran or a family
mber already owns in which the veteran lives
apt a home the veteran or family member

| ends to purchase in which the veteran will live
- * Help a veteran purchase a home already adapted
\ in which the veteran will live.

The amount for the SAH is and the
SHA 1is . Property Tax Exemption
eligible



SAH grnt can be used in one of the
1g ways:

pecial adapted home on land to

Build a home on land already owned if it is
itable for specially adaptive housing

model an existing home if it can be made
litable for specially adapted housing.

oly the grant against the unpaid principal
mortgage balance of an adapted home already
acquired without the assistance of a VA grant.



e Sail

recent change in law now enables the ALS
btam the automobile grant. The amount for
. Although this is a one time
1S paid directly to the seller and can be
1 payment on the vehicle. There is
e limit for the veteran to use this benefit. If the

is a driver, there is a possibility the VA may
river’s training to ensure they are able to drive
s a driver, VA will in most cases pay for the
whee ir lift, tie downs or six way power seat, air
conditioner, automatic transmission, power steering
and power windows. The auto grant can be used for a
car or van.




an is entitled to the adaptive
daptive equipment for a non
heelchair lift, tie downs to
) place and an air

loner. The adaptive equipment can be
the veteran when purchasing a vehicle
ery two years or 2 vehicles every 4 years.
eparing to purchase a vehicle, the
veteran must get evaluated/vendor approval
from the Prosthetic and Sensory Service at their
local VA before the vehicle can be purchased.

\



Access to VA Healthcare
= Dental

Homecare
Services/Caregiver

portation _
- Support Program

Service &
rt/ AAE/HISA m State Driven Benefits

lized Equipment Educational, Tax

. . . \ .I-.
| Exemptions



Home Improvements and

Structural Alterations (HISA)

ly necessary improvements and structural alterations to
rimary residence for the following purposes:

om their homes
tary facilities (e.g. roll in showers or walk in tubs)
bathroom sinks or counters (e.g. lowering counters/sinks)

nce path in immediate area of the home to facilitate access to the
1struction o mping

ing plumbing or electrical syste de necessary due to installation of home medical

ot pay for:

o exterior buildings
f driveways (in excess of a 7ft x 6ft area)
Jacuzzi

ecking (in excess of 8ft x 8ft)

SA G Amounts
Lifetime HISA benefit up to may be provided for:
* Veterans and Servicemembers who have a service connected condition

¢ Veterans who have a non-service connected condition rated 50% or more service connected

m  Lifetime benefit up to may be provided for Veterans who have a non-service connected
condition



Attendance

E DURING HOSPITALIZATION
’ENSE

teran is hospitalized a ‘expense of the

xment, the additional aid and attendance

uthorized under (r)(1) or (r)(2) will be discontinued
e last day of the month following the

iich the veteran is admitted for hospitalization.

e payable during hospitalization is based on

1e veteran’s actual disabilities (discounting the need for aid and
attendance while not hospitalized).

Respite Care is not counted toward regular admission



‘ Home Care

at ALS veterans receive priority for needed

other or not an ALS veteran is receiving

oug -are 1t shot e evaluated not just on hours but
ether the care is sk or unskilled.
yuld be noted that V andbook 1140.6 gives

ans no more than 65% of what it would cost for the
n to be placed in a nursing facility.

care not given between a certain number of hours at a
| y and this is due to budgeting constraints and we can
fu advocate for this veteran case by case.

= Inaddition VHA Handbook 1101.07 states that ALS
~ veterans are eligible for hospice care.

o f. Respite care is available to enrolled Veterans and is a vital tool in the effective management of these ALS patients
(identification of the caregiver’s stress and needs by the ALS interdisciplinary care team member is essential to timely
provision of those benefits. See ALS VHA Handbook 1140.02 for more information on respite benefits).



DUALITY of SMC

tially a claim for higher
an increase claim)

oreviously denied, can also view as a
lemental review with new evidence.

n submitted drives VA's processing of

@ (TIP) - Effective date considerations between increase versus supplemental claims



1 21-2680 & DBQ Tips

signed by a competent medical

ude contact information, NP1
non-digital signature

ure the provider includes the explanatory
mation required on the form

o re any functional limitations described
allude to the disability upon which it is based

* When necessary, provide the medical records for
the provider completing the 2680 and /or a 4142




ERVICE=DISABLED VETERANS
INSURANCE (RH INSURANCE)

2 is a $10,000.00 life insurance policy that is

w service connected disability is established.
e this benefit, the veteran must have been
om active se e on or after April 25, 1951; released
r other than dishonorable conditions; have a service
ted disability; and apply within 2 years from the date VA
the new service connected disability.

e the veteran has been awarded the RH Insurance, they
| ly for the Supplemental RH Insurance. To be eligible for

~ the Supplemental RH Insurance, the veteran must have the
follow

® The Supplemental RH Insurance is an additional $30,000.00
policy.
= This benefit is being revamped.



m Aid and Attendance $356.16



jal Allowance

0 $2,000.00 toward the burial expenses for service

h must be related to service connected

burial benefits, a VA Form 21-530ez must be completed along with

- providing a certified copy of the death certificate, an itemized printed
“statement preferable on the funeral home letterhead stating the funeral
bill has been paid in full.



ist veterans and dependents in
aluable life changing benetfits.

re are any questions relating to service

ction for ALS, please contact Robert Statam
0@ 312-980-4278. Winston Woodard III @



mailto:RobertS@pva.org
mailto:WinstonW@pva.org
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